79. ATROCITIES ON CHINESE MINERS

In his reply to a question by a Member of Parliament on the above

subject, Mr. Lyttelton had promised to make an inquiry and to put an end

to the flogging. The description of how the Chinese are flogged, given by

The Daily Express of Johannesburg, makes pitiful reading. We give below

a summary of the same. The correspondent says that the facts giveo- by

him have been either personally witnessed by him, or are supported by

the evidence of those who had-ordered thousands of men to be flogged.

On an average 42 Chinese were flogged1 in a Johannesburg mine every

day, not excluding even Sundays, towards the beginning of this year.   In

the first instance, the Overseer complained against  an offending miner,

who was then taken to the office of the Compound Manager; the latter,

in accordance  with the nature of the offence, ordered ten, fifteen or

twenty strokes to be administered. Then two Chinese policemen took him

about fifteen steps away; the offender stopped at the policeman's word of

command, took off his trousers and other clothes, and lay with face to the

ground; one of the policemen held down the*legs of the offender and the

other his head, then the executor of the punishment beat him mildly or

violently, according to orders, on his back with a wooden stick three feet

long and with a flat end three inches broad. If, in the meanwhile, the

man made the slightest movement, unable to bear the pain, another

pressed him down with his foot on his back, and the number of strokes

ordered was completed. In some of the mines, the whip is used instead of

the stick1, and its strokes are so severe that they cause the flesh to swell

and cut the skin. When Mr. Cook was Manager at the Norsedippe mines,

he used to order any Chinaman, who failed to do 36 inches of drilling,

to be punished.   His method of punishment was even more cruel than

the one described above. That gentleman ordered the use of stout sticks

and the blows to be given on the back of the thighs where they were

most unbearable; the full number of blows was inflicted even if blood

streamed out from the wounds.   Sometimes the injury was so severe that

the poor Chinaman had to be sent to a hospital   One Mr. Place was

later appointed to replace the cruel Mr. Cook,  Being considered rather a

gentleman among thieves, he ordered rubber batons to be used instead of

sticks.   After some time the Mine  Directors, finding that the average

monthly output did not.come up to their expectation, ordered Mr, Place

to use more force.   On his refusing to do so, he was obliged to resign.'

On the matter being  discussed in the House of Commons,  it was

ordered that some other mode of punishment should replace flogging.

1 The original has "the stick is used instead of the whip".